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SUBJECT: HORN OF AFRICA: SOVIET PRESS ATTACK PRESIDENT FOR PRESS 
CONFERENCE STATEMENT 

1 . THE SOVIET PRESS HAS REACTED QUICKLY AND NEGATIVELY TO 
THE PRESIDENT’S PRESS CONFERENCE STATEMENTS ON THE SITUATION 
IN THE HORN OF AFRICA. PRAVDA JANUARY 13 CARRIED A TASS- 
WASHINGTON REPORT WHICH IS FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MONTHS 
DIRECTLY CRITICIZING THE PRESIDENT PERSONALLY. IT ACCUSES HIM 
OF "DELIVERATE DISTORTIONS" OF THE SITUATION AND OF SOVIET 
POLICY AND OF MAKING "INAPPROPRIATE” ALLEGATIONS THAT THE 
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USSR IS SENDING CUBAN TROOPS INTO ETHIOPIA. "AS IF CUBA 
WERE NOT A SOVERIGN STATE". IT IGNORES THE QUESTIONS OF SOVIET 
TROOP PRESENCE (AND DOES NOT EVEN ADMIT TO CUBAN PRESENCE) 
AND SOVIET ARMS ASSISTANCE TO ETHIOPIA. INSTEAD IT POINTS TO 
WESTERN ARMS AID TO SOMALIA, CITING WESTERN PRESS TORIES TO 
THE EFFECT THAT SOMALIA IS USING AMERICAN ARMS. 
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2. AN EVEN STRONGER ARTICLE APPEARED JANUARY 13 ON THE TASS 
ENGLISH WIRE BY POLITICAL ANALYST YURI KORNILOV (ASSUME 
DEPARTMENT HAS TASS OR FBIS TEXT). KORNILOV ACCUSES 

THE PRESIDENT OF MAKING "ABSURD AND ABSOLUTELY IRREVELANT ALLEGA- 
TIONS" AND OF "DEI .TVER ATE DISTORTIONS OF THE TRUE STATE OF 
AFFAIRS WITH A VIEW TO CASTING A SLUR ON THE POSITION OF THE 
USSR." HE ALSO IGNORES THE QUESTION OF SOVIET TROOPS AND 
ARMS SUPPLIED THE ETHIOPIANS (AND FOR THAT MATTER SOMALIANS) 

AND CITING WESTERN PRESS COURCES. CLAIMS THAT THE SAUDI 
ARABIANS AND OTHER "MIDDLE EASTERN ALLIES OF THE UNITED STATES 
DELIVER AMERICAN ARMS TO SOMALIA IN UNMARKED CASES”. BOTH 
STORIES PORTRAY THE USSR AS FAVORING A PEACEFUL SETTLE- 
MENT PROVIDED THAT THE SOMALIANS WITHDRAW AND THAT TERRITORIAL 
INTEGRITY IS PRESERVED. 

3. COMMENT: OBVIOUSLY THE PRESIDENT HIT A RAW SOVIET NERVE 
IN HIS PRESS CONFERENCE STATEMENTS AND PRODUCED A RAPID AND 
VERY NEGATIVE RESPONSE IN THE SOVIET PRESS. WE EXPECT TO SEE 
MORE COMMENT LIKE THIS IN THE COMING DAYS. FOCUSING ATTENTION 
ON ARAB AND ALLEGED U.S. SUPPORT FOR SOMALIA AND IGNORING PAST 
SOVIET AND CUBAN ASSISTANCE TO SOMALIA AND CURRENT MILITARY 
SUPPORT FOR ETHIOPIA. 
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